
 

Senator Eide’s Week in Review  
April 4-8  

 

In the Spotlight: House of Representatives Releases 
Operating Budget Proposal 
This week the House of Representatives released its Operating Budget 
proposal (PSHB 1087).  The Operating Budget pays for the day-to-day 
operations of state government (including federal funds and 
dedicated funds).   
 
In the past three years, the legislature has made up for billions in lost 
revenue with $5.3 billion in budget reductions, $3.8 billion in federal 
funds, and $2.2 billion from other funds and reserves.  The challenge 
of writing the 2011-13 biennial budget is enormous because there are 
no federal funds and no new revenue sources.  Vital and valued 
services are being cut.  Many of these are public services that I took 
office to protect—like public education, public safety and health care.  
But, we are faced with a stark reality and have few options to choose 
from. 

 
Contact Information: 
 
Olympia Office: 
305 Legislative Building 
Olympia, WA 98504-0430 
 
Phone: (360) 786-7658 
 
Toll-free legislative hotline:  
1-800-562-6000 
 
TTY/TDD Hearing impaired 
hotline: 1-800-635-9993 
 
E-mail:  
tracey.eide@leg.wa.gov 
 
Web site: 
http://senatedemocrats.wa.gov/ 
senators/eide  

 

 
 
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=1087&year=2011
http://www.sdc.wa.gov/senators/eide/default.asp
http://www.sdc.wa.gov/senators/eide/default.asp


 
House of Representatives Operating Budget Proposal:   

• $4.4 billion reductions  
• $214 million fund transfers  
• $300 million wholesale liquor operations privatization  
• $124 million permanent consolidation of certain revenues into 

general fund  
 
Employee Compensation & Pension Reform: 
Budget cuts reduce state employee salaries and pension 
contributions.  The House proposes a 3% salary reduction for state 
and higher education employees and increasing state and higher 
education employees’ healthcare premiums. This proposal saves $362 
million by ending automatic increase for Plan 1 retirees. 
 
 
 
 

BUDGET RESOURCES 

Budget Calculator: Try your hand 

at balancing the state budget! 

Budget Information 

Citizen's Guide to the Budget   

Legislative Guide to Washington 

State Property Taxes 

Citizen's Guide to K-12 Finance 

http://www.sdc.wa.gov/issues/budget/calculator.html
http://www.sdc.wa.gov/issues/budget/calculator.html
http://www.leg.wa.gov/Senate/Committees/WM/Pages/BudgetInformation.aspx
http://www.leg.wa.gov/Senate/Committees/WM/Documents/Publications/BudgetGuides/2010/CGTBCombined5-25-10.pdf
http://www.leg.wa.gov/Senate/Committees/WM/Documents/Publications/BudgetGuides/2011/PropTaxGuide2011%20-%20Final%28cover%29.pdf
http://www.leg.wa.gov/Senate/Committees/WM/Documents/Publications/BudgetGuides/2011/PropTaxGuide2011%20-%20Final%28cover%29.pdf
http://www.leg.wa.gov/Senate/Committees/WM/Documents/Publications/BudgetGuides/2011/FINALK-12Guide2011.pdf


K-12 Education: 

 Suspends Initiative 728 reducing classroom size 

 Suspends the K-4 Class size reduction 

 Reduces the National Board Bonus 

 Freezes salary step increase for K-12 employees 

 Reduces Alternative Learning Experience funding by 19.5%.   

 Funds K-3 class size enhancement for high poverty schools 
 
Higher Education: 

 Reduces institutional funding by between 3.2 and 7.3% 

 Increases tuition by 13% for the UW, WSU, and WWW,  11.5% 
for CWU, EWU, TESC, and 11% for Community & Technical 
Colleges 

 Funds the state need grant 

 Eliminates state work study 
 
Health Care: 

• $141 million cuts in hospital rates and related changes  
• $108 million reduction to the Basic Health Plan  
• $100 million in reduced Disability Lifeline payments  
• $97 million for reduced personal care hours for long term care 

and developmentally disabled clients  
 
Natural Resources: 
A “Discover Washington” pass is being proposed to pay for use of 
state parks and other state lands.  Senate Bill 5622 creates the $30 
annual Discover Pass and the $10 State Recreational Land Day-Use 
Permit.  Theses permit fees would allow state parks to continue to 
operate and would save the state $68.7 million.   
 
Continuing Budget Negotiations:   

The Senate is scheduled to release its Operating and Capital budget 
proposals next week.  After this happens, all three of the state 
budgets (Capital, Operating, and Transportation) can be negotiated.  
As these discussions continue, I will work with my colleagues to pass a 
cohesive budget that is responsible, thoughtful, and sustainable in 
these hard economic times.      

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5622&year=2011


 
U.S. Unemployment Rate Drops: 

The U.S. economy is showing signs of recovery.  The U.S. Labor 
Department reported Friday that it added 216,000 new jobs  in 
March, lowering the national unemployment rate to 8.8%.  
Manufacturing added 17,000 jobs, Healthcare added 37,000 
jobs and professional and business services added 78,000 jobs.   
This marks the 13th straight month of private-sector job 
growth.  The Washington State Employment Security 
Department should be releasing March unemployment 
statistics for Washington state soon.   You can read more 
about the increase in The New York Times by clicking here or 
visiting the Employment Security Department here.      
 
 
 
 

 

 
Passage of the Colby Thompson Act:   
One of the few bright spots this week is passage of Senate Bill 5504, dubbed the Colby Thompson Bill 
of 2011, by the House of Representatives. The bill was named after an infant from the 30th District who 
was abused in an unlicensed child care facility. I sponsored this bill to move Washington one step 
closer to ensuring that our children are in the hands of educated, competent care providers. I am very 
encouraged by the progress of this bill and look forward to seeing it signed in to law. The bill now 
heads back to the Senate where we must agree to the amendments by the House before moving to 
the Governor’s Office for executive approval.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/02/business/economy/02jobs.html?_r=2&hp
http://www.workforceexplorer.com/cgi/dataanalysis/?PAGEID=148


Please do not use the Reply button on the mail messages. To contact Senator Eide directly, send e-mail to tracey.eide@leg.wa.gov  
You are receiving this newsletter because you contacted me in the past. You may leave the list at any time in two ways: 

*Go to Senator Eide’s subscription page here. Enter your name and e-mail address, then click the Leave radio button, or 
*Type "signoff waleg-senate-eide" in the body of an e mail and send it to listserv@listserv.wa.gov  

 

Page I Sponsored This Week:   
Benjamin Swartz, from Milton, 9th grader at Federal Way High School. 
 

 
 

This Week’s Visitors from the 30th District: 
If you are ever in Olympia and are from the 30th District, please visit my office: Legislative Building 305.  I would 
love to see you! 
*Diana Giesen; American Diabetes Association 

*Evangeline Abadinas, Sara Montgomery, Martin Rivero; Arc of Washington 
*Bryan Tapia; Executive Director of Hallmark Manor 
*Todd Fletcher; Life Care Centers of America 

  

mailto:tracey.eide@leg.wa.gov
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/subscriptions/member.aspx?member=eide
mailto:listserv@listserv.wa.gov

